Alternative modes of ventilation in the prevention and treatment of bronchopulmonary dysplasia.
Recent technologic innovations and refinements have increased and enhanced the armamentarium that potentially can prevent or ameliorate bronchopulmonary dysplasia. Short of altering the most important factor in the development of BPD--premature delivery--these new tools should allow individualization of ventilator treatment plans with a degree of sophistication not previously possible. By so doing, these techniques may shorten the often prolonged and uncertain course of recovery from BPD, and by so doing, limit the ongoing injury associated with BPD. The results of studies designed to test the utility of this new technology in the management of BPD are eagerly awaited.